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inviting you to engage with and asking you to support the 
newly launched annual campaign
‘26 Days of Activism for Social Protection’

which runs between
7 April (World Health Day) and 1 May (Labor Day)
and aims to raise awareness of and discussion around issues 
related to social protection, including
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Media 
Packet

The Arab Region Hub for Social Protection was established in 2021 by eight founding partners, including 
think tanks and media outlets, with the support of IDRC. Hub instigator and custodian Arab Reform Initiative 
and Hub communication partner Sharq.Org have developed a campaigne aimed at enhancing understanding 
of social protection among the public and collaborative initiatives among researchers and policy makers.

Below are but a few suggestions for story angles.  
We would be delighted if you would support our 
efforts to bring social protection to the fore by 
producing and publishing a report, be it based 
on one of these ideas or others, which we would 
be happy to brainstorm with you.

A look at the short, medium and long term 
impact of various government policies during 
the unprecedented pandemic and its impact on 
security and vulnerability. 

The ramifications of the health crisis on standard  
of living.

A look at a specific vulnerability group and the 
inequalities that hinder their prosperity.

A review of the various social protection policies 
adopted or amended since the Arab Spring, 
which grew from.

Growing collaboration between activists and 
academics to enhance knowledge of and 
lobbying for effective and just social protection 
policies.

The feasibility and projected impact of Basic 
Universal Income in the Arab region.

Why universal protection mechanisms are more 
effective than targeted ones despite evident 
inequalities.

Story Ideas

https://socialprotection.arabregionhub.net/
https://arab-reform.net/


Arab Reform Initiative (ARI) is launching a new campaign to 
enhance awareness, visibility and collaboration around issues and 
challenges related to social protection in the Arab region.

Entitled ‘26 Days of Activism for Social Protection,’ the campaign 
will run between 7 April (World Health Day) and 1 May (Labor Day) 
2023. Efficient and just social protection policies and mechanisms 
are designed to mitigate against risks to health and livelihoods, as 
well as education, shelter and other basic needs that contribute 
to wellbeing. The social contract between residents and the 
State dictates that the latter is responsible for ensuring access to 
healthcare and income security for the former, and yet, given the 
limited manifestations of democracy in the Arab region, social 
contracts are either non-existent or extremely frail. In turn, fair, 
integrated and effective social protection schemes are scarce, and 
those that do exist are often inadequate, exclusionary and subject 
to clientelistic networks, leaving people unprotected from political, 
socio-economic and environmental shocks as well as multifaceted 
crises, of which there have been many in the region.  

At ARI, we envision an Arab region in which all people, regardless 
of their identities, are guaranteed social protections that secure 
their access to the essential goods and services needed to ensure 
a decent standard of living, which sequentially gives them the 
opportunity to prosper and contribute as active members of 
society. To this end, we run a program dedicated to building 
universal social protection systems in the region; instigated and 
are the custodian of the Arab Region Hub for Social Protection; 
and are launching this new annual campaign.

We hope that the campaign will focus attention on the need to 
shift away from short-term social assistance programs, especially 
those financed by debt, and reflect on how to envisage and 
implement alternative policies that reduce growing inequalities 
and shield people from loss of livelihood implications. 

We invite all activists, journalists, researchers, practitioners, 
decision makers and the public as a whole to support this 
campaign and its call for equitable, inclusive and sustainable social 
protection policies and programs that the vast majority of people 
in the Arab region are in dire need of. 
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Throughout the campaign, we will be highlighting core messages 
and information shared by specialists and stakeholders at events 
hosted by the Hub and in articles and research papers published 
by Hub partners. No less than 200 quotes and statistics will be 
shared on our social media platforms. An overview of all messages 
is available upon request to support your development of an article 
or report.

During the campaign, we will also be launching new assets 
produced by the Hub, including:

Five thematic campaign videos each highlighting the impact 
of an absence of effective social protection systems

An oral history collection of interviews conducted with people 
from different vulnerable groups

A knowledge library to support researchers, journalists and 
policy makers seeking to more information

We are on hand to support the development of your report in any 
way possible, including introducing you to and helping to organise 
interviews with specialists in the field and with people impacted by 
inequality and vulnerabilities.

The 26-day campaign has been developed around five intersecting 
themes. We invite you to develop an article or report to support 
the campaign and help raise awareness around the critical issue 
of social protection. Though the issue is timeless and worthy of 
attention every day of the year, two upcoming dates provide a 
media hook that may support your pitch to editors.

May 1st

Labor Day
Social protection ensures access to 
healthcare and income security for 
all. This is why our campaign runs 
between World Health Day and 
Labor Day. With livelihood and work 
a core element of social protection, 
Labor Day is an ideal hook for any 
report.

May 16th 
International Day of Living 
Together in Peace
Inequalities, of which there are 
many in the region and beyond, 
hinder peace and prevent people 
from living together harmoniously. 
Many policy proposals for social 
protection mechanisms focus on 
vulnerabilities, inequalities, and 
universality.
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Contact Us
For more information  
and support developing  
your story.

Reem Maghribi  
reem@sharq.org 
Campaign Communication Lead 
Sharq.Org

Farah Al Shami  
f.alshami@arab-reform.net 
Social Protection Program 
Lead, ARI


